
September15, 2025  

Short Report Concerning Human Rights Violations Committed in Mekoni 

City, Tigray Region, and People Detained Without Being Brought to Court in 

the Afar Region in Accordance with the Law 

Introduction 

Human Rights First-Ethiopia is registered with the Federal Civil Society Organizations Agency 

under number 4118 as a human rights advocacy organization based on Proclamation No. 

1113/2011 and has obtained recognition. It operates in various parts of the country working to 

ensure the respect of citizens' human rights. 

Origin of the Report 

Due to the political division that occurred in the Tigray region over the past two years, and 

especially after the leaders of the former region's interim administration were forced to leave power 

under political and military pressure, political polarization has become widespread within the 

region. As a result, residents of the Southern Tigray Zone, particularly those of Maichew, 

Mekhoni, and Chercher, have repeatedly held peaceful protests, voicing their stance by saying, 

"We must be led by the leaders we choose," opposing the leadership appointments made by the 

subsequent interim administration of the region, alleged linked with TPLF. In the context of this 

tense situation, during a peaceful protest and demonstration held in the month of July in Adigudem 

town, it was reported that one person lost his life. Furthermore, on august 18, 2025 in Mekoni 

town, damage ranging from minor to severe was inflicted upon peaceful citizens residing in the 

city. 

As citizens claiming to be victims repeatedly brought these matters to our institution's attention, 

we focused on the issue, collected information obtained from the victims, witnesses, and entities 

close to the matter, and present our preliminary findings as follows: 

Violations Committed 

On August 18, 2025 around 11:00 AM, as the vice  head of the Mekoni city security office was 

passing through a square in the town center, members of armed group approached him and 

demanded he hand over the weapon he was carrying. The official argued that he was  authorized 

to carry and should not hand over the weapon, leading to a dispute. Following the dispute, people 

from various tea houses and workplaces in the area began to gather. One of the assailants drew his 

knife and forced the security head to hand over his weapon. When the gathered people, who were 

numerous, opposed this, and as militias in the area fired into the air, the assailants began shooting 

to the people. Because the assailants shot towards the peaceful people, two peaceful individuals, 

Mr. Zenabu Asro Kahsai and Mr. Abduselam Ali Mahdi, sustained severe injuries and went to 

Ayder Hospital. One 16-year-old youth who was sitting quietly in the area and three other people 

sustained minor injuries. 

 



 

 

Abduselam Ali Mahdi had gone to Mekoni town  from Mekele city  weeks earlier in search of 

work and works as a Bajaj driver. On that day, as he was transporting people from one end of the 

town in his Bajaj, he reached the square near the Abyssinia Bank in Mekhoni town when the 

assailants' shooting occurred. A bullet ricocheted inside his Bajaj, entered through his back, and 

exited near his heart. He sustained a severe injury, was treated at Ayder Hospital in Mekele city, 

and after staying there, we have obtained information that he was transferred to Addis Ababa for 

better treatment. 

 

 

Pic: A receipt of Abduselam Ali and znabu Assay for their treatment in  Ayder referral hospital  



On August 31, 2025 public protest marches were called due to the appointment of an 

administrator by the Tigray interim administration head. We received information that 

particularly in Mekhoni town, to prevent public participation in a called protest march, from 4:00 

AM in the morning, the town was filled with armed forces. Most of the weapon-carrying 

assailants had covered their faces and were stationed along the roads with their weapons spread 

out, preventing people from moving, carrying out beatings, and prohibiting the holding of a 

peaceful protest. 

 

 

Photo: Assailants seen in the area at the time and an individual who suffered beating injuries. 

On September 2, 2025, armed assailants entered a local shop in Mekhoni town and, saying 

"bring money," killed one civilian who was in the house, and injured another person who was the 

owner of the Karambula. 

 



 

Photo: Abreha Haggazi, who sustained injuries. 

After causing the injury and killing, the assailants went to the Mekhoni Secondary School, where 

armed forces reside. As the public followed them, other armed members who were at the school 

came out and fired into the air, causing the public to disperse. 

However, three days later, we obtained information that the  suspected in the killing were handed 

over to the Mekhoni town police station and that a criminal investigation is ongoing. 

Regarding Individuals Who are Currently Detained in the Afar Region  

Due to a decision made by the Tigray military leaders, forces calling themselves "We are 

separated" are located in the Afar Region. Because of a difference that arose among them in 

about 12 people were detained for over a month in a prison located in Dubti town, Afar Region, 

without being brought to court. However, in the past two days, 6 of these 12 people were taken 

to the regular police station in Semera, and an individual named Shewit Bitew and 5 other 

members are still detained in the Dubti area. None have been brought to court. We have detailed 

information including all names. 

[Violated Constitutional Human Rights Provisions]{.underline} 

1. The fundamental right stated in FDRE Constitution Article 14, that "Every person has the 

inviolable and inalienable right to life, the security of person and liberty," based on being 

human, has been violated by the security forces/assailants deployed by the Tigray Region 

interim administration. 

2. The fundamental right decreed in FDRE Constitution Article 30(1), that "Everyone has 

the right to assemble and to demonstrate together with others peaceably and unarmed, 

and to petition," has been violated by the security forces deployed by the Tigray Region 

interim administration. 

3. The fundamental constitutional right decreed in FDRE Constitution Article 19(1)&(3), 

that arrested persons have the right to be informed promptly of the reasons for their arrest 

and to be brought before a court within 48 hours, has been violated by the Afar Region 

Police Commission and by the armed groups who call themselves the "Tigray Peace 

Army". 

Corrective Measures To Be Taken by the Tigray Region Interim Administration 

1. It is commendable that the Tigray Region interim administration,  that the assailants who 

committed homicide and beating crimes against a civilian were presented to the regular 

investigative police of Mekoni town, Tigray Region, and that their case began 

investigation by legal bodies. However, we request that the armed members and their 

leaders who randomly opened fire on the civilian population on august 18, 2025   causing 

severe and minor injuries, and who prohibited peaceful protest and carried out beatings 

on August 31, 2025  should also be brought to justice. Having known the body currently 



administering the region is responsible,  the Tigray interim administration should present 

the perpetrators to the law. 

2. We urge that the constitutional right of citizens to hold peaceful protests freely be 

respected, as anyone has the constitutional right to express their opinion and voice their 

protest through peaceful assembly. 

 

Corrective Measures To Be Taken by the Afar National Regional State Government 

1. We request that the Afar Regional State government release the detained individuals held 

at the police stations in Dubti and Semera , or if there is a matter suspecting the detained 

individuals of a crime, that they be presented to court according to the law, and generally 

ensure compliance with the Constitution and international human rights agreements. We 

urge that a legal solution be provided. 

The Federal Government 

We request that the Federal Government, recognizing its responsibility to monitor and ensure 

that the human rights decreed by the FDRE Constitution and international human rights 

agreements are not violated, conduct adequate monitoring of the relevant bodies. 
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